HODDLESDEN MILLENNIUM GREEN PROJECT

In 2002 | was asked to paint some watercolour illustrations of wildflowers for an
information leaflet produced by the Hoddlesden Millennium Green committee. Our
discussions about the site led to the Clay Faces pultlgraject, which

commemorates the industrial past of the site and the contribution made by the local
population.

The area has a long history. Bordering the site is a Saxon trading route and nearby is
the aptly named Roman Road which was bnilaD650 by Julius Agricola, Governor

of Britain. Rich mineral and ore deposits were mined on a small scale but these were
not fully exploited until the Industrial Revolution at the end of the Eighteen Century.

Hoddlesden Millennium Green is now a traniquature reserve, home to

wildflowers, birds and small mammals, but between 1851 and 1958, it could not

have been more different. The site was home to Joseph Place & Company, whose

factory produced clay pipes for sewage and water systems and chemicagistor
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links with other local industries such as Shaws at Waterside.

My illustration of the
Clay Faces proposal,
Watercolour, November
2005

The twin chimneys of the Place &
Company factory during the early
1900s.




During 1932, | found that Place and Company had employed over threlddin
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the public artwork was to commemorate these people by making a series of three

hundred clay faces.

The motif of a face was chosen because for several reasonshdRsyically, a face

or facelike shape represents, to us, a human being. The face of the prime carer is
the first thing a young baby will recognise. Atrtistically, faces are usually the first
thing toddlers attempt to draw, and a basic face with two ey@egose and a mouth

is within the reach of anyone, no matter what their age or artistic skills. | felt that
this made the theme accessible to all.

A clay face made by my child prior to the workshops

The whole community was invited to participate hree workshops which were run
during January and February 200Bver sixty people attended each one. Their ages
present ranged from eighteen months old to people in their nineties, many of whom
had never worked with clay before.




Shaws of Darwen kinglldonated the clay, which was the same type which had been
used for the pipes at Place & Co. They also fired and glazed the clay faces,
reproducing the same glaze as was used for the pipes.

In June 2006 the first phase of the project was completedtardhundred faces

were installed at Hoddlesden Millennium Green. Remarkably, there has been very
little damage in the year since the first phase was installed. A new youth group was
started in the village shortly after the workshops and many of the amlavho took

part in the project are keen members. One objective of the project was to instil a
sense of ownership towards the Green in the younger people of the village.



